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Ever to Excel
Headteacher’s Message to Parents

Welcome back to all students, parents and
carers as we start the Lent term!
This is going to an exciting term for all students
with so many events taking place in school. It is
also the final term for our Year 11 students as
they prepare for their summer GCSE
examinations and we wish them every success
as they work hard to achieve their full potential
in these final months.
Can I remind parents of Year 11, if you have any
concerns about the forthcoming examinations
and the potential impact on your family, please
do not hesitate to contact your daughter/son’s
form tutor in the first instance for support and
guidance.
Year 13 are busy preparing for their final Pre-Public Exams after Easter; all have already been
successful in receiving University offers. A number of Year 13 students are well on their way to
completing their Extended Project Qualification and have produced some fantastic individual
presentations in the last week of term to fellow students and staff.
It is also important that we continue to maintain the high standards, the feel of the school, its
ethos and the philosophy, which will underpin its success.

Michael Vassiliou
Headteacher – Acting.
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World Book Day @ St Andrew the Apostle
Staff and students at St Andrew the Apostle threw themselves with gusto into celebrating World Book Day on
Thursday 5th March. There was an array of wonderfully imaginative costumes depicting various literary characters. At
St Andrew we love World Book Day, and always plan a range of events and activities to take place around the school,
to promote reading for pleasure, and encourage as many students as possible to get involved!
World Book Day gives us a fantastic opportunity to reach as many students as we possibly can, and to get the
reading message out to the whole school – as well as having great fun doing it! Thanks again to everyone whose
enthusiasm and imagination helped make this such a memorable day, particularly the English Department for
organising this event.
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Reading a long
adventurous,
exhilarating series
can provide hours
of enjoyment and
can help to fuel the
imagination!

Start a new
series on
World Book
Day!

"Inheritance Cycle"
A worldwide best-selling saga of one boy, one dragon, and a world of
adventure. When Eragon finds a polished blue stone in the forest, he thinks
it's the lucky discovery of a poor farm boy. However, when the stone brings
a dragon hatchling, Eragon soon realizes he has stumbled upon a legacy
nearly as old as the Empire itself. Overnight his simple life is shattered, and
he and his dragon, Saphira, are thrust into a perilous new world of destiny,
magic, and power. Can Eragon take up the mantle of the legendary Dragon
Riders? The fate of the Empire may rest in his hands...
Harry Potter
Harry Potter is a boy who learns on his eleventh birthday that he is the
orphaned son of two powerful wizards and possesses unique magical
powers of his own. He is summoned from his life as an unwanted child to
become a student at Hogwarts, an English boarding school for wizards.
There, he meets several friends who become his closest allies and help him
discover the truth about his parents' mysterious deaths.
The Hunger Games
In what was once North America, the Capitol of Panem maintains its hold
on its 12 districts by forcing them each to select a boy and a girl, called
Tributes, to compete in a nationally televised event called the Hunger
Games. Every citizen must watch as the youths fight to the death until only
one remains. District 12 Tribute Katniss Everdeen has little to rely on,
other than her hunting skills and sharp instincts, in an arena where she
must weigh survival against love.
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Lord of the Rings
The future of civilization rests in the fate of the One Ring, which has been
lost for centuries. Powerful forces are unrelenting in their search for it.
But fate has placed it in the hands of a young Hobbit named Frodo
Baggins who inherits the Ring and steps into legend. A daunting task lies
ahead for Frodo when he becomes the Ringbearer - to destroy the One
Ring in the fires of Mount Doom where it was forged.

Wrinkle in Time
Wrinkle in Time is the story of Meg Murry, a high-school-aged girl who is
transported on an adventure through time and space with her younger
brother Charles Wallace and her friend Calvin O'Keefe to rescue her
father, a gifted scientist, from the evil forces that hold him prisoner on
another planet.

To all the boys I've loved before
Lara Jean Song keeps her love letters in a hatbox her mother gave her.
They aren’t love letters that anyone else wrote for her; these are ones
she’s written. One for every boy she has ever loved — five in all. When
she writes, she pours out her heart and soul and says all the things she
would never say in real life, because her letters are for her eyes only.
Until the day her secret letters are mailed, and suddenly, Lara Jean’s
love life goes from imaginary to out of control.
His Dark Materials
Milton's epic poem from the 17th century tells the story of Adam and
Eve and of Satan's banishment from heaven. Pullman read the book as a
teenager and fell in love with it. Years later, he got the idea to write a
story that flipped the poem on its head.

The Black Magician
The Black Magician trilogy is a fantasy novel series written by Australian
author Trudi Canavan. The books follow a slum-dwelling girl named
Sonea who, although born and raised in the slums of Imardin, discovers
that she has natural magical abilities usually restricted to the upper
classes.
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The Maze Runner
When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his
name. He's welcomed to his new home, the Glade, by strangers—boys
whose memories are also gone.
Outside the towering stone walls that surround the Glade is a limitless, everchanging maze. It's the only way out—and no one has ever made it through
alive.

Chaos Walking
This series is set in a dystopian world where all living creatures can hear each
other's thoughts in a stream of images, words, and sounds called Noise.
The three novels feature two adolescents, Todd Hewitt and Viola Eade, who
encounter various moral issues and high stakes as the planet around them
erupts into war.

Cirque Du Freak
Darren is just like any other teenager, until the day he encounters the Cirque
du Freak and a vampire named Larten Crepsley. After Crepsley turns him into
one of the undead, Darren joins the travelling sideshow and its parade of
weird and monstrous creatures. As he learns to use his newfound powers,
Darren unwittingly becomes a pawn in the struggle between vampire
factions.

Legend
Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, fifteenyear-old June Iparis is a prodigy being groomed for success in the Republic's
highest military circles. Born into the slums, fifteen-year-old Day is the
country's most wanted criminal. However, his motives may not be as
malicious as they seem.

Uglies
It tells the story of teenager Tally Youngblood who rebels against society's
enforced conformity, after her friends Shay and David show her the
downsides to becoming a "Pretty," even though it is obvious to most people.
Written for young adults, Uglies deals with themes of change, both
emotional and physical.
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Diversity Role Models Visit

On the 6th of February, I had the privilege of brining a team of volunteers from Diversity Role Models to St Andrew
the Apostle Greek Orthodox School. We had worked closely with members of the Senior Leadership Team to plan a
day of activities for students and staff focusing on the importance of recognising our diversity, promoting equality
and respecting our differences.
We delivered an assembly to all Year 10 students that included two inspiring stories from our volunteer Role Models,
exploring their experiences as members of the LGBT+ community. We delivered a similar assembly for all Year 8
students that was followed by an in-depth workshop for each class.
Our team were really impressed with how mature, thoughtful and respectful the students from both year groups
were over the course of the day. They asked excellent questions and were fully engaged in the activities. They
discussed the negative impacts of stereotyping, bullying, exclusion and the misuse of language could have on their
peers in an empathetic and considered manner before generating their own solutions to creating a more inclusive
and welcoming school environment.
The day clearly had a big impact on them. After the sessions, an incredible 93% of students felt more confident to
make people feel supported and included in school, which is really inspiring to see. Also, following the session only
4% of students said, they would continue to use derogatory language about the LGBT+ community, representing a
drop of 12% from the start of the sessions.
At the end of the school day, we ran a training session for all staff, who said that the workshops had been a starting
point for the school and that they were committed to embedding learning about LGBT+ identities and reiterated
their commitment to tackling prejudice and discrimination at the school. 100% of staff said they would recommend
the training to others and 100% rated it as good or excellent, with one member of staff noting that it was
“informative about how we can educate young people; beating stereotypes and improving the quality of care.”
I think the day is best summed up by the Year 8s themselves, who said after the sessions:
“I will support everyone, no matter what race, religion or sexuality and try my best to understand.” Year 8
“If someone is homophobic I would tell them to stop because LGBT+ people are no different from straight people.”
Year 8
We had a superb day and hope that this was a positive step in starting conversations about understanding
differences and celebrating equality at the school.
Mr Martin
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Royal Stratford East Theatre Drama Trip
On Tuesday 25th February, the Drama department took 46 Year 10 – 13 students to the Royal Stratford East Theatre.
The theatre was built in 1884 and recently underwent extensive refurbishment, restoring it to its former glory.
Our students were fantastic, very mature, and very eager to watch the performance. The show was called ‘I think
we’re alone’ which was co-directed by Kathy Burke and Frantic Assembly. It tells the story of five different
characters experiencing daily struggles of life and mental health. The performance was inspiring and very engaging!
The students came away with such positive comments such as ‘wow that was emotional’ and ‘I loved it’.
It was lovely to hear such great comments, and it was such a wonderful experience for our students to watch live
theatre.
The students now have to go away and collate notes for their exams. I am hoping as they’ve been inspired and
moved by the storyline and acting, they will be able to communicate this in their written exam.
Following on from this trip our next one is booked for ‘The Woman in Black’. We cannot wait!
Ms N Kurland – Head of Drama
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International Women’s Day Conference
On Friday 6th March, some students from Years 7 –10
took part in a conference in school to celebrate
International Women’s Day (which happens every
year on 8th March).
Historian Dr Louise Raw spoke about her book
Striking a Light, about the Match Women’s strike of
1888, which she argues broke new ground for women
and the working class of the East End of London and
was a catalyst for the more famous Dock Strike of
1889. Some of the women involved in this strike were
as young as 13 or 14 but made an impact on history
that we still discuss today.
Students were able to ask questions about Dr Raw’s
work and discuss how we study women’s history
today.
Following this, Miss Pavlou and Ms Harris led a
workshop on gender stereotypes, thinking about where they come from, how they can affect us, and how to
overcome them.

School-Wide Celebrations for International Women’s Day
In form time, students learnt about the life and legacy of Minnie Lansbury, who was a teacher, a suffragette and a
councillor. Minnie fought for women’s right to vote and to improve the conditions of London’s poor and those
wounded during World War I. Elected as a Poplar councillor in 1919, she and her fellow councillors improved
services but faced financial crisis when the economy crashed in 1921. The national government-imposed fees on
Poplar’s inhabitants, which she and 24 of her fellow councillors refused to implement because of how povertystricken their constituents were. She and others were imprisoned, and she died of pneumonia in prison in 1922.
Minnie Lansbury’s life and legacy shows the importance of standing up for others and teachings such as “Love thy
neighbour.” Badges were distributed to remind us of her and the contributions of women like her to our freedoms
today.

Change of Date for Inset Day
Please be aware that we will be rescheduling one of our INSET days due to take place later on this year. We had an
Inset day in the school diary planned for Monday 1st June, immediately after the Whitsun holiday; however, we have
decided to move this Inset day to Thursday 2nd July in order for us to meet our New Year 7 students who will be
joining us in September. This will allow us to plan a successful Year 6 induction and taster day, ahead of their arrival
in September.
Monday June 1st will therefore be a normal school day for all students.
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FOSA Mother’s Day Event
Mother's Day is just around the corner and this year we have a beautiful range of exciting gifts and accessories to
surprise your Mothers and loved ones.
On Thursday 19th March, FOSA members will be running a stall with gifts priced at £5.00 or £8.00 in the hall of B5,
from 3.00pm – 4.30pm. If you are interested in purchasing a lovely gift then please send in your money in an
envelope marked with your name and form and the amount inside. On the 19th March, you will be able to choose a
gift of your choice.
Please note that gifts may differ from pictures displayed here.
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Talent Show 2020- An Evening Not to be Missed!
Preparations are well under way for our annual talent show
which will be held on Thursday 2nd April 2020 at The Chicken
Shed Theatre. Following on from last year’s amazing show, we
are gearing up to go one better and ensure a dazzling show for
all.
Tickets are now on sale for £5, available for you to purchase via
your parent pay account. Due to the demand and capacity, we
strongly urge parents to purchase their tickets to avoid
disappointment.
If any parents or local businesses would be interested in
supporting this event by way of sponsoring or donating prizes for
the raffle, please get in contact with Mr Michael via the admin
email. We would be grateful for your support.
All sponsors will receive coverage in press releases and through
our marketing channels.

Parent/Carer Evenings:
A reminder of the upcoming parent/carer evenings. Information will be sent out later this term on how to book your
appointments
Year 10 Parent/Carer evening is now on Thursday 23rd April
Year 8 Parent/Carer evening is now on Wednesday 6th May

Academic Review Day
Year 11 will have their final Academic Review Day (ARD) on Thursday 19th March 2020. Letters have been given to
Year 11 students outlining the event. Please complete the reply slips and return to your child’s form tutor to ensure
appointments can be made at suitable times for you. This will be the opportunity to discuss your child’s results and
to ensure they are fully prepared for the GSCE exams next term.
Similarly, Year 13 students will be having their ARD on Friday 27th March.

Year 11 into St Andrew’s Sixth Form
Interviews have been completed with our internal students for our sixth form. Students who have expressed a
strong desire and commitment to remain and help the sixth form grow will be receiving a welcome letter. Interviews
with external applicants will continue this month. Details of the sixth form induction day will follow later this term.
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Future Events for the Diary
Week 24
Monday 9th March
Tuesday 10th March
Wednesday 11th March
Thursday 12th March
Friday 13th March

Week 25

Monday 16th March
Tuesday 17th March
Wednesday 18th March
Thursday 19th March
Friday 20th March

Key Events:
Y13 Mock exams begin
Y11 Mock exams end
Y13 Mock exams begin
Y7-Y12 Choir rehearsal at Holy Park Primary
Y13 Revelation Conference (RE trip)

Key Events:
Y10 English Literature assessment
Newquay meeting
Y11 ARD
Y7 Newquay Parents meeting 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Y11 Drama Component 2 exam 4:30pm – 6:30pm
Y11 Academic Review Day
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