School Newsletter No.7

St Andrew the Apostle
Greek Orthodox School

St Andrew the Apostle Greek Orthodox School

Ever to Excel

Headteacher’s Message to Parents
Although we have only been back at school for just over 6 weeks, when I reflect on this half term, we
have been very busy indeed. The school year is once again certainly flying-by with lots happening around
the school as usual.
Following our recent “mock-exams” in Years 11 and 13 Students are hard at work getting ready for their
summer exams. It is always a measure of how committed our students are with their studies when we
ask them to work a little harder, they respond. Their focus in the lead-in to the exams is exemplary and
we are proud of how many students are attending our “period 7” programme, which will help them
secure even better results. If you are a parent of a student in their final crucial exam stages, please let us
know if you have any concerns or queries. Working together to encourage and challenge in equal
measures is vital to securing the results our students deserve.
I thank all parents for attending the many parents’ evenings we have held and for supporting your
sons/daughters by doing so; it does make a massive difference to know that you are helping. In today’s
world, students can feel under pressure with assessment, exams, reports and parents evenings can be a
difficult time for some students who may hide or ignore the warning signs of not being able to cope, or
just want to give up at certain points. There is always a solution to identify the best way forward.
This week was also Careers Week for pupils in Key Stage 4 and Year 12. The Careers team, Mrs.
Manelpillai and Mrs. Chenouf, organized an amazing range of employment related activities for the
students. These activities were designed to give the students a range of experiences to allow them to
develop their understanding of the employment options they have when they leave school as well as
developing their individual employment skills, knowledge and understanding. Students had opportunities
to develop and practice their interview skills and visit a range of businesses to learn first-hand about the
world of work. Look out for more news and information about Careers Week on the school website.
Please see the myriad of other events that have taken place at our school this half term.
I hope that you all enjoy a well-earned half-term break where batteries need to be re-charged for a very
busy few months ahead. Many thanks for your continued support.
Όπως πάντα ευχαριστούμε θερμά όλους τους γονείς μας για την συνεχιζόμενη συμπαράσταση και
υποστήριξη που μας δίνετε σαν σχολείο. Επίσης σε αυτό το μέρος της σχολικής χρονιάς ειδικά
ζητούμε από σας αν έχετε παιδιά στο Υear 11 or Υear 13, να συνεχίσετε να προτρέπετε τα παιδιά σας
να προετοιμάζονται για τις εξετάσεις που θα καθίσουνε το επόμενο καλοκαίρι. Να Τους θυμίζετε την
ανάγκη για επανάληψη και διάβασμα αφού πλησιάζουμε την εξεταστική περίοδο. Ελπίζουμε την
επόμενη βδομάδα Να βρείτε και καιρό για λίγη ξεκούραση κι εσείς και τα παιδιά σας.

Michael Vassiliou
Headteacher – Acting.
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Intervention during February half term
In order to support our students and ensure they can achieve the best results in their GCSE and A-level exams, our
teachers are offering holiday intervention during February half term. Students who have been identified as needing
this intervention will be invited to attend specific sessions. We are expecting parents to work with us by ensuring your
son/ daughter attends accordingly, and on time, when invited. Attendance is essential. The RET Adviser for English;
Mr. Carey will also be on hand to support the English sessions.

The intervention sessions will run as follows in B5:
Monday 17/02
8am-10am

Tuesday 18/02

Wednesday 19/02

History

Maths Year 13

Ms Pavlou - MFL4

Mr Moncef - MA3

DT
Mr Bower - DT1
10am-12pm

French

Biology

Maths GCSE

Ms Laabaied - MFL2

Mr Michael - SC6

Mr Moncef- MA3

Ms Mejai - MFL3

DT

Ms Nicolas - MA2

Greek

Mr Bower - DT1

Mr Martin - MA6

Ms Galazoula - EN1
1pm-3pm

PE

Drama

Mr Browell - ICT room

Ms Kurland - Assembly
Hall B5

Art

DT

Ms Azevedo - DT2

Mr Bower - DT 1

English
Ms Camberis - EN3
Ms Joseph - EN1
Mr Vassiliou - EN2
Mr Carey - EN6

Intervention sessions will also take place during the first week of the Easter break and May half term for Year 11 and
Year 13 students. Please refrain from booking holidays during those times to ensure your son/daughter can attend.
Σας θυμίζουμε την επόμενη βδομάδα ενώ θα είναι κλειστό το σχολείο θα έχουμε ειδικά μαθήματα για τους
μαθητές του Year 11 GCSE όπου Θα μπορέσουνε να βελτιώσουν τις εξεταστικές τους ικανότητες. Παρακαλούμε
όπως δείτε το πρόγραμμα και τα μαθήματα που έχουνε προγραμματιστεί για την επόμενη βδομάδα.Επίσης θα
σας στείλουμε και γράμμα στο σπίτι με όλες τις πληροφορίες
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500 Words Story Competition
500 Words is the UK’s most successful short story-writing competition for children between the ages of 5 and 13.
The presenter Chris Evans launched it back in 2011 after he had a dream! He dreamt of getting children excited
about reading and writing – all children: no matter what their ability, experience, or background.
It’s super simple. All entrants must pen an original story, no more than 500 words in length, and submit it online. It
can be about ANYTHING: space ships, grannies, insects, time travel. The list is endless!
Stories are judged anonymously, without regard to grammar, punctuation or spelling (although we would encourage
all of our students to use our Rainbow Editing Checklist to check their story!). The competition culminates in an
extravaganza of live music and sensational story telling every summer, at a special venue. Past venues have included
The Globe and The Tower of London and Windsor Castle. 2019 saw a magnificent event broadcast live from Windsor
Castle. From the 112,986 entries – that’s 56.5 million words – six winning wordsmiths emerged and were announced
on-air by celebrity narrators including David Walliams and Helen McCrory. There was also fantastic music from
Busted, Tom Walker and Matilda the Musical.
500 Words was also delighted to welcome back real-life royalty to the competition: Her Royal Highness, The Duchess
of Cornwall, who returned as an Honorary Judge, where she read and debated the top 50 stories of the competition
with the amazing author panel: Malorie Blackman, Charlie Higson, Frank Cottrell-Boyce and Francesca Simon.

How to enter
All stories must be submitted via the online form on our website.
Parents can register for a SUBMITTER ACCOUNT, or by following the link below. For more information on how to
enter a story into this year's competition, please visit BBC Radio 2’s Submit Your Story page:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/59TwKqqLp3LTpRVfPlsKtx9/submit-a-story
2019 Story Winner – Why did the chicken…
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/27jrJpFRFVl70skMhqbZ2VK/why-did-the-chicken
Προσκαλούμε όλους τους μαθητές μας να συμμετάσχουν στο ετησίως διαγωνισμών όπου θα έχουν την ευκαιρία
να γράψουνε μία ιστορία που να Περιέχει 500 λέξεις εξίσου και οτίτλος του διαγωνισμού
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Oxford University Workshop by Stas A – Year 13
On Thursday the 30th, I attended one of six bi-weekly workshops organised by Christ Church College, Oxford – a
college with which St Andrew has many links. Many of Oxford's colleges have partnerships with areas around
England, such as Barnet. Our school is lucky enough to have liaised with Christ Church on many occasions, taking us
on tours of the college and the city of Oxford.
Hosted at local schools, Christ Church College's so-called "Horizons" project is a collection of academic workshops
aimed at students who are the first in their family to attend University. This comes, as part of a greater pledge of
Oxford’s “to increase the proportion of underrepresented groups in the University”.
The workshops themselves are split in two parts. The first of these is an academic workshop on topics ranging to
technology law to the linguistics of a long-lost relative of Spanish. These, according to the lead organiser of the
Horizons project, are meant not only to allow prospective students to explore a variety of subjects but also to
develop rational and analytical thinking, as well as other invaluable skills which are applicable to any degree or
university course. The latter half of the workshop is more focused on university life, taking participants through
writing personal statements, university finance and writing a successful CV. Overall, the project aims to provide a
holistic and well-rounded educational experience, hopefully providing the 40-50 students who attend with tools they
can then use to apply to university successfully.
In the latest workshop, Dr Ana Hastoy, the head organiser, gave participants a short presentation about Oxford
University itself. This included a quiz between the various tables, encouraging us all to be social with one another – a
team-building exercise, if you will. Then, she introduced us to Oxford PhD student Beril Boz, who is currently
completing her Doctorate in Technology law. Beril explored topics such as personal data and online security, taking
us through a case study and posing our tables with moral dilemmas we then had to answer out-loud to the rest of
the workshop. By the end, it was clear that many of these workshops were going to be mentally stimulating,
challenging us all to view many perspectives and, most importantly, justify our conclusions. I am certain that no
matter the university, our applications will be enriched greatly over the next several weeks – something I personally
owe to St Andrew's close ties with the University's College.
Παρακολούθηση μαθημάτων και διαλέξεις στο περίφημο πανεπιστήμιο Οξφόρδης Από το μαθητή μας
Αναστάσιο Αβραάμ που βρίσκεται στον πρώτο χρόνο A’ Level
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St Andrew the Apostle Prose Masterclass
featuring Professor Andrew Green
A Level English students were privileged to be involved in a
Prose Masterclass, conducted by Professor Andrew Green, a
lecturer from Brunel University. Not only does Andrew Green
lecture, he is also a contributing writer to the successful A
Level Emagazine, a key speaker at NATE conferences as well as
a course advisor on the A Level English Edexcel syllabus.
Students began the day with a focus on what is prose writing
as a genre. Discussion moved onto the importance of
understanding context and exploring the production and
reception of these texts over time. Further to this, students
were encouraged to develop ideas about connecting contexts,
particularly in planning for essay questions.
Chris G said of the day, “It was really useful! Especially how to
approach the planning of essay questions.”
Niamh D said, “I really liked the motorcycle and sidecar
analogy when referring to the importance of context as the
sidecar would be useless without the motorcycle! understanding relevant context is another way in which the writer helps to shape meaning.’’
The day was particularly engaging and extremely helpful in clarifying best practice for A Level essay writing: the
necessity to plan carefully, select relevant context and connecting contexts to shape the writers’ meaning and
intentions were shared and discussed.
Of course, at the basis of all of this was a love of English Literature and the expression of the written word!
We look forward to seeing our A Level students modelling these ‘top tips’ for successful prose comparison in their
forthcoming mocks!
Οι μαθητές Αγγλικής λογοτεχνίας είχαν επίσης την ευκαιρία να παρακολουθήσουν μαθήματα με ένα διδάκτορα
από το πανεπιστήμιο του Μπρουνέλ . Ο καθηγητής Αγγλικών ήρθε εδώ στο σχολείο μας και συμβούλεψε τους
μαθητές πώς να βελτιώσουν τις εκθέσεις τους αλλά και το αναλυτικό περιεχομένων που απαιτείται σε αυτές τις
εκθέσεις.
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Cyprus Week Celebrated at local Jewish Primary
School
Hasmonean Primary school was delighted to welcome St
Andrew the Apostle student, Christian G from 11T, to their
school last week as part of their 'Cyprus' week programme.
Hasmonean choose a local community to study each term and
this term they chose the Greek Cypriot community. As well as
many exciting activities during the week, they were also
fortunate enough to hear a live 'Bouzouki' player, who was
none other than our very own Christian. The children
thoroughly enjoyed listening to Christian playing the Bouzouki
and interviewing him to find out more about the instrument.
Like many
primary school students, they also wanted to find out about
secondary school and Christian was able to answer questions on
this topic as well.
Students and staff at Hasmonean were very grateful to both
Christian and St Andrew the Apostle School for working with
them on this event.
Christian G 11T
Ο μαθητής μας χριστιανούς Γερμανού προσκλήθηκε από ένα
γειτονικό μας Εβραϊκό σχολείο να παρουσιάσει και να παίξει
μπουζούκι επ ευκαιρίας της Κυπριακής βδομάδας που
διοργανώθηκε από το σχολείο Hasmonean.

On Thursday 5th March, St
Andrew the Apostle School
will be celebrating World
Book Day!

World Book Day is an event, which
takes place globally each year. The
World Book Day registered charity is on a mission to give every child and young person a book of his or her own. It is
also a celebration of authors, illustrators, books and (most importantly) it is a celebration of reading. In fact, it is the
biggest celebration of its kind, designated by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of books and reading, and it is
marked in over 100 countries all over the world.

Look out for the following events on Thursday 5th March:
•
•
•
•

Short story: Students will read a whole short story on the Thursday in registration, period 3 and period 6.
Lunchtime book swap-shop: On the Thursday, there will be a chance for students to swap books that you
have read for new, exciting ones! Students can come and see what there is; chat about their favourite
books; and see what their English teachers are reading…
Dressing up: On Thursday, staff and Year 7 students will be dressed up as literary characters. It will be
student’s mission to guess who they are! There is a prize for the best dressed in each tutor group.
Buy a book! Each tutor will give students their free book token.
Speak to Ms Mahmud-Smith or your English teacher if you have any questions.
Διεθνής ημέρα βιβλίου μου και πάλι στο σχολείο μας την οποία γιορτάζουμε την 5η Μαρτίου
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Year 8 - Step Back in Time - Hatfield House
Nine-year-old Edward VI was the male heir to the throne, following Henry
VIII’s death. Hatfield House, which was inherited by Edward VI and then gifted
to his sister Elizabeth, who became Elizabeth I. Hatfield House was the
residence where Elizabeth I lived most of her youth, until her sister Mary
Tudor became queen and placed her in the Tower of London after she was
suspected of plotting to overthrow her. Elizabeth was eventually permitted to
go back to Hatfield House where she was supervised at all times. This is the
very brief, yet fascinating history behind the estate that our year 8 students
visited on the 10th and 12th February, that being, Hatfield House.
Students stepped back in time to 1544, where they met King Henry’s new
queen, Catherine Parr. During their interactive session with Catherine Parr,
students were briefed about the reasons why she chose to marry King Henry
VIII. Students were also given a short training session on how to greet and
interact with a royal, in preparation for their role-play visit to King Henry VIII.
Students were then formally introduced to King Henry with a formal procession that was followed by a selection of
students, who had been selected to present a portrait of the Tudor family, commissioned by Catherine Parr, to his
Royal Highness King Henry. The final character that students met was Erasmus, a man at arms, who being an
ordinary Tudor character, gave our Year 8s an insight into what life was truly like for most people. Our pupils also
had an opportunity to go on a toured guide of the beautiful grounds of Hatfield House. This trip was splendid way of
bringing our Year 8s studies and knowledge of the Tudors into life, and I believe that it is fair to say that it was
enjoyed by all who attended!
Ταξίδι στο περίφημων Hatfield House το οποίο ήτανε ένα από τα παλάτια της Aγγλικής βασιλικής οικογένειας
ειδικά του βασιλιά Henry VIII Και της κόρης του Ελισάβετ I.
Miss Pavlou - History Department
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Talent Show 2020
Plans are in place for our annual talent show, which will be held
on Thursday 2nd April 2020 at The Chicken Shed Theatre.
Following on from last year’s amazing show, we are gearing up to
go one better and ensure a dazzling show for all. Auditions will
commence after half term.
If any parents or local businesses would be interested in
supporting this event by way of sponsoring or donating prizes for
the raffle, please get in contact with Mr Michael via the school’s
admin email admin@standrewtheapostle.org.uk. The school and
would be grateful for your support.
All sponsors will receive coverage in press releases and through
our marketing channels.
Χαιρόμαστε να Ανακοινώσουμε πως την Πέμπτη 2, Απριλίου θα
έχουμε το νέο μας τάλεντ show Το οποίον είναι ένα
καθιερωμένο Ετήσιο γεγονός.

Year11 Certificate Awards Evening
On Thursday 6th February, St
Andrew the Apostle welcomed
back its former Year 11 students
from the previous year in a
short ceremony to collect their
GCSE certificates. It was a not
only a pleasure to see our
students and their families but
also a fantastic opportunity to
celebrate the achievements and
successes of our students. It was
also great to catch up on where
students have been studying
since leaving us in June of last
year. I am pleased that all of our
students who attended are still
in full time education pursuing a range of A Level and vocational courses. Well done to them all. We are very proud
of them and they will always be lifelong students of St Andrew the Apostle.

Year 11 Top Achievers
Outstanding Attainment Award

Anastasis A
Harvey W
Margaryta B

Outstanding Progress Award

Christos I
Sofia C

5*9, 4*8, 1*7
7*9, 2*8, 1*5
6* 9, 4*8, 1*7
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Year 11 Top Achievers in the following subjects
Subject
Art

Name - Grade

Subject
Geography

Name - Grade

Classical Civilisation

Adnan K - Grade 8
Kyrenia S - Grade 6

Greek

Ilias C - Grade 8

Drama

Anastasis A - Grade 8
Sofia C - Grade 7
Alexandra P - Grade 7
Kyrenia S - Grade 7

History

Business

Piotr H - Grade 8
Margaryta B - Grade 8

Latin

Anastasis A - Grade 9
Adnan K - Grade 9
Harvey Wi - Grade 9
Margaryta B - Grade 9
Kyrenia S - Grade 9
Margaryta B - Grade 8
Sofia C - Grade 8

Computer Science

William B - Grade 7
Nicholas H - Grade 7

Mathematics

William B - Grade 9
Niki I - Grade 9
Harvey W - Grade 9
Margaryta B - Grade 9

English

Anastasis A - Grande 9
Margaryta B - Grade 9
Sophia C – Grade 9
Kyrenia S - Grade 8

Music

Harvey Winter - Grade 8
Nicole W - Grade 7

English Literature

Sofia C - Grade 9
Katrin T - Grade 9
Anastasis A - Grade 9
Harvey W - Grade 9

Physical Education

Socrates A - Grade 6
Demetrios E - Grade 6
Sachin G - Grade 6
Alex S - Grade 6
Nicoletta M - Grade 5
Eleni P - Grade 5

French

Anastasis A - Grade 9
Margaryta B - Grade 8
Sofia C - Grade 8
Alexandra P - Grade 8
Katrin T - Grade 8

Religion and
Philosophy

Anastasis A - Grade 9
William B - Grade 9
Sean C - Grade 9
Christos I - Grade 9
Harvey W - Grade 9
Margaryta B - Grade 9
Alexandra P - Grade 9
Kyrenia S - Grade 9

Science

William B - Grade 9
Niki I - Grade 9
Christos I - Grade 9
Harvey W - Grade 9
Margaryta B - Grade 9
Alexandra P - Grade 9

William B - Grade 4
Nikki I - Grade 4
Alexander P - Grade 6
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William B - Grade 7
Joshua D - Grade 7
Niki I - Grade 7
Nicoletta M - Grade 6

Parent/Carer Evenings – Change of dates
The following parent/carer evenings dates have been changed:
Year 10 Parent/Carer evening is now on Thursday 23rd April 2020
Year 8 Parent/Carer evening is now on Wednesday 6th May 2020

Year 11 and Year 13 Mock Exams
Year 11 and 13 will be sitting their final set of mock exams from 25th February and 10th March respectively. All
students have been issued with their mock exam timetable and revision packs. Subject teachers have uploaded
revision lists onto Show My Homework. We urge parent/carers to support their exam preparation by ensuring they
are following their revision plans.
Academic Review Days will be held for Year 11 and Year 13 Parent/Carers to discuss the mock exam results.
For Year 11, this will be on Friday 20th March. For Year 13, this will be on Friday 27th March.
Details will be sent separately.
Προκαταρκτικές εξετάσεις για τους Year 11 7 13 θα έχουμε αμέσως μετά την αργία της επόμενης εβδομάδας

FOSA Quiz Night - A date to remember - Friday 27 March 6.30
pm
We are pleased to announce that FOSA will be holding their first Quiz Night on the
evening of Friday March 27th. All parents are welcome to attend in what we
anticipate to be a very enjoyable evening hosted by a well-known comedian
Pauline. Get your tickets for this brilliant event and tick another task off your To Do
list!
Don’t take our word for it about Pauline, our host for the night; here are some of
the reasons why we know she’s going to make the Quiz a night to remember:
•

"I've been standing up since…well, a long time ago. Now doing it in front of audiences."

•

REGIONAL FINALIST Funny Women Awards 2017/18

•

FINALIST Colchester New Comedian of the Year 2016

•

SEMI-FINALIST Leicester Square New Comedian of the Year 2016

•

QUARTER-FINALIST Amused Moose Awards 2016

•

SEMI-FINALIST Funny Women Awards 2015

•
“Funny Women is always seeking out new talent like Pauline Eyre. She excels as a stand-up and we have
recently encouraged her to MC. The result is that this role-plays to Pauline’s natural level of warmth and comic
ability. She instinctively engages with the audience and creates an environment that is welcoming and fun for them
and the other performers. A true skill.” Lynne Parker, Founder and Chief Executive, Funny Women Ltd.
•

“Hilarious jokes, impossible poses from this original act" Heavenly Comedy

Tickets are £10 per person to make up teams of 8-10 people. Smaller groups will be arranged to make up a full team.
There will be a bar but bring food to share with you.
Tickets available from the school office and very soon via Eventbrite.
Είμαστε στην ευχάριστη θέση να ανακοινώσουμε ότι η FOSA θα πραγματοποιήσει την πρώτη νύχτα κουίζ τους το
βράδυ της Παρασκευής 27 Μαρτίου. Όλοι οι γονείς είναι ευπρόσδεκτοι να παραστούν
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Travel Survey
As part of our commitment to an exciting new building we are required to undertake a series of measures regarding
school travel. This is both to assist with traffic flow on the new development and to successfully navigate our way
through planning and environmental requirements. We recognise that the current site is not the most efficient for
traffic and that it is surrounded by busy roads and steep hills which can make alternative forms of transport such as
cycling and walking more challenging. However, over the coming months we are planning a series of events
encouraging the use of public transport, walking to school and even car free days where we want as many staff,
students and parents to be involved in as possible.
One of our mandatory planning targets is to achieve TfL STARS Gold in the next two years; we currently hold Bronze
and need to progress through to Gold by September 2021. To start working towards this, we will shortly be
conducting some mandatory surveys and consulting with users of North London Business Park, local residents and
parents. Please keep an eye out for emails regarding school travel as well as sparing us a few minutes at the end of
the day in and around the carpark where senior staff may ask you some questions regarding travel.
Further details will follow via letters, emails and the website, as well as future editions of this Newsletter.
Ταξιδιωτική Ερευνα
Ως μέρος της δέσμευσής μας για ένα συναρπαστικό νέο κτίριο καλούμαστε να αναλάβουμε μια σειρά μέτρων
σχετικά με τα σχολικά ταξίδια. Αυτό είναι τόσο για να βοηθήσουμε με τη ροή της κυκλοφορίας στη νέα ανάπτυξη
και να περάσουμε με επιτυχία το στοχο μας μέσα από τις απαιτήσεις σχεδιασμού και περιβάλλοντος.
Αναγνωρίζουμε ότι ο χόρος μας δεν είναι ο πιο αποτελεσματικός για την κυκλοφορία και ότι περιβάλλεται από
πολυσύχναστους δρόμους και απότομους λόφους που μπορούν να κάνουν πιο εναλλακτικές μορφές μεταφοράς
όπως ποδηλασία και περπάτημα. Ωστόσο, τους επόμενους μήνες σχεδιάζουμε μια σειρά εκδηλώσεων που
ενθαρρύνουν τη χρήση των μέσων μαζικής μεταφοράς, το περπάτημα στο σχολείο και ακόμη και ημέρες χωρίς
αυτοκίνητα, όπου θέλουμε όσο το δυνατόν περισσότερη συμμετοχή του προσωπικού, των μαθητών και των
γονέων.
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Future Events for the Diary
Week 22
Monday 24th February
Tuesday 25th February
Wednesday 26th February
Thursday 27th February
Friday 28th February

Key Events: Y11 Mock Exam 2 Begins
INSET DAY
Start of Term for students – 8:30am

Week 23
Monday 2nd March
Tuesday 3rd March
Wednesday 4th March
Thursday 5th March
Friday 6th March

Key Events: Y11 Mock Exams 2
Year 11 Mock Exams 2 Begin

Term Dates 2020 / 2021
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