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It has been a very busy, successful term for our students and staff. In the midst of our teaching and
learning, preparation for all our festivities, matches, concerts, musical celebrations and community
activities, we are mindful of the need to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. People all over the
world will be celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ and sharing in the joy that this brings. At St Andrew
the Apostle we have fostered the true spirit and meaning of Christmas, by sharing our own gratitude
for a good and secure life with those who are not so fortunate. As ever our pupils and families have
given generously to support our annual collection for the Enfield Foodbank. Our carol singing raised
much-appreciated funds for our own local library fund.
As the term draws to a close, it is with humility and gratitude that I both look back on the term and
with barely restrained anticipation look forward to the holidays and next term. I am sure that
students, parents and carers would like to join with me in thanking all of the staff and governors at St
Andrew the Apostle for their continued tremendous hard work and commitment to the students of
the school. Likewise, on behalf of the staff, governors and students I would like to thank all parents
and carers for your support ongoing. Last but in no way least, I would like to thank our students – you
are indeed some of the best pupils I have ever had the pleasure of working with.
Our students in Y11 and Y13 have been very busy preparing for and completing their mock
examinations. They have been working extremely hard with their teachers and their preparation has
been thorough. The focus of both groups in their exams was fantastic. It’s frightening to think that
the summer exams start in around 15 school weeks and we would be very grateful for your support
in helping all of our students to start revising as early as possible. We expect all of them to begin their
revision programmes in January and run right through to the summer. Y10 have their first real
experience of mock exams in the New Year and so should be revising too.
I pray for and wish everyone peace and happiness in all homes and families during this holiday season
– May we all be safe and keep healthy. Merry Christmas or Season’s Greetings to everyone! Enjoy the
turkey, the mince pies, kourabiedes, melomakarouna and sweets and best of all the lights and carols!
Eυχόμαι σε όλους ειρήνη και ευτυχία κατά τη διάρκεια αυτής της εορταστικής περιόδου – Ο θεός
να μας εχει όλους ασφαλείς και υγιείς. Καλά Χριστούγεννα και ο νεός χρόνος να σας αξιώση να
αποκτήσεται οτι ποθείτε! Απολαύστε τη γαλοπούλα, τους κουραμπιέδες, τα μελομακάρουνα και
ο θεός πάντα μαζί μας.

See you in January 2020.
God Bless.

Χαρούμενα Χριστούγεννα και ευτυχισμένο νεο έτος 2020
Mr M. Vassiliou
Headteacher
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St Andrew’s Christmas Concert
What a joy it was to host the annual Christmas Carol Concert on Wednesday 18th
December. The evening comprised a variety of musical, drama and dance acts, including
the school orchestra and ensembles, soloists as well as readings and a welcome delivered
by Head Teacher Mr Vassiliou.

The evening included joyful renditions of Christmas music, some arranged especially for the
event by our Head of Performing Arts, Mr Lasithiotakis, as well as some traditional carols.
The Christmas Readings were delivered by: Victoria D in 11A, Ethan W in 9S, Maya R in Y13
and by Mr Vassiliou and Mr Lasithiotakis.

It was a wonderfully festive evening enjoyed by staff, students and parents. Thank you to all
who attended and well done to all our very talented performers. The varied programme
included both solo and ensemble items interspersed by the customary rousing traditional
carols. Congratulations to all the students and staff who took part and helped to make this
concert such a professional and energetic close to 2019. In fact, the whole evening was a
delight and huge thanks go to Mr Lasithiotakis and Miss Kurland (our Lead Teacher of
Drama), as well as Miss Walt (Head of Year 7), for preparing the dance acts. Miss Walt was
ably supported in preparing the dancers by Emma S in Year 10O. We are already looking
forward to next year.
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St Andrew’s Choir takes over Trafalgar Square
Under the lights of the famous tree in the centre of Trafalgar Square, our school choir spread some festive joy for busy
Londoners by performing Christmas Carols to support Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice on Tuesday 10th December 2019.
Braving the rain at the busy London tourist attraction, Mr Lasithiotakis and the Choir performed a number of
traditional and religious carols, to the joy and admiration of the hundreds of people who gathered by the famous
London landmark. The performance of the choir was greeted with a rapturous applause by the square! A big thank
you to all the staff and parents who were able to attend.

Representatives from Noah’s Ark were on hand to collect donations from the public. The school is extremely proud to
support Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice, which provides support for children and young people with life-limiting or lifethreatening conditions and their families. Please visit their website to find out more information
www.noahsarkhospice.org.uk
Well done and thank you to Mr Lasithiotakis and all students who took part in this event.
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Y10 Christmas Market
On Monday 16th December and Tuesday 17th
December Y10 students organised and hosted a
Christmas themed Market. Sweet treats, hand –made
hair scrunches, raffle prizes and home bakes were on
sale to generate money for charity.
Our Y10s brought a festive atmosphere to school,
alongside our very own Theo N (10P) as ‘Singing
Santa’.
Cassie Bedford (10S), one of our helpers had the
following to say:
“After school on the 16th and 17th December in building 5 hall, the Year 10s held a
Christmas market. Each form in Year 10 held a stall of their choice to raise money for
charity. There was a festive feel in the air as Christmas music echoed from the speakers.
Overall, it was very jolly time. 10G served hot chocolates and 10O sold delicious cupcakes
and cookies. 10S held a chocolate tombola with a range of treats. 10P sold a selection of
sweets and 10E sold candy canes alongside marshmallows dipped in chocolate with
sprinkles. Finally, 10L had adorable little hair scrunches on sale, which sold out
completely. The two afternoons were very enjoyable and raised a lot of money that will
be going to a good cause.”

It was a successful event with Y10 students generating an amazing £299.95 for charity!
Well done Y10’s.
Miss Naidu, Head of Y10
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Y9 First Aid
Our Y9 students have been learning about First Aid in their PSHCE lessons over this term. They were very excited to
put into practice what they had learnt. They practiced CPR and dressing wounds for bleeding, and all students were
focused on learning these life-skills.

End of Term Dance
After working extremely hard on their gymnastics routines and vaults, our Y8 students were very excited for a lesson
of dance! They celebrated the end of term with lots of Christmas music, energy and smiley faces. Well done to all of
our students for their continued efforts in both gymnastics, rugby and dance over the Autumn Term.

Christmas Carol Concert Preparation
Our Y7, 8 and 9 dancers have been putting in a lot of rehearsal hours into our Christmas carol concert preparation.
They have given up multiple afternoons and lunchtimes in order to perfect their routines. A huge thanks to our Y10
student Emma S for choreographing the dances and sharing her expertise with other years. The girls were very
excited to perform and really enjoyed the evening, executing their routines perfectly. Well done to our dancers!
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PE Update
Girls’ Netball
The Y7 girls’ netball team continued to play some outstanding netball against our local schools at the end
of this term. However, they had their first defeat against a very strong Ashmole side last week. Despite
this, some excellent netball was played, and they showed high levels of resilience and teamwork. Well
done girls. Keep up the good work in the New Year!

Senior Football
The senior football team played against Woodhouse College on Wednesday 11th December in the quarter
final of the Borough Cup. The team comprised of Y11, Y12 and Y13 students with Stavros K captaining the
side. The team started well with Donnell W looking dangerous in attack alongside Jonathan S. Against the
run of play Woodhouse scored three goals in the last five minutes to go into half-time 3-0 up.
At half-time two substitutions were made with Mauro B and Eloka C coming on and instantly making a
positive impact. The side were extremely unlucky in the second half not to get back into the match with
good play from Chris Y and Amelio G. Woodhouse scored a 4th goal to make the game out of reach for the
senior team and eventually a 5th goal. The 5-0 score line did not represent the full picture of the match.
Best of luck to Woodhouse in the semi-finals.
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Foodbank Collection
A food bank is an opportunity to help people who are struggling to provide food for themselves and their family. This
is somewhere that they can get food to feed their families without being judged. This year we set up a foodbank in
school, which we donated to Enfield Food Bank to celebrate our Christian value of Equality. We all collected a range
of items, including tinned foods, chocolate, crackers and toiletries. A lot of people would have really appreciated the
donations that were made, and they will go towards allowing families to enjoy Christmas a little bit more, as well as
making sure that no one goes hungry over the festive time. Sienna T 7L.
We are extremely grateful to be part of a school community which is so generous and caring. The amount of food
and items collected was heart-warming. We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to all of those families who
donated and helped to make this an excellent collection. The picture above only highlights about half of the
collection – this goes to show how much we can do together!
Enfield food bank have also expressed their thanks and would like to wish everyone a wonderful and joyful
Christmas.

Library Appeal
It is such an honour to have a part in our school Newsletter, and I am writing on behalf of our school’s library plans.
As you may have noticed, our loving, caring school does not a have a current library, but we are making plans on
changing this. Our school is a wonderful learning environment where every child feels safe and has the need to
learn, and having a library will open many doors of new opportunities. St Andrew the Apostle School already has a
designated area for a library, but now we just need to bring it to life by adding books! Books are key to any child’s or
pupil’s education, whether it’s a fiction or non-fiction book, comic or any type of book, your child will take something
valuable away from it. This widens their vocabulary, understanding and knowledge. Having an on-site library will
stimulate and inspire students to pick up and good book and dive into a new world and escape reality.
And as a school community, we need your help!
In order to begin the process of running a library, we need books. And this is where you will come in! We will be
organising a ‘Donate a book day’ where each student will bring in a book they have previously read, and have
enjoyed into school to put into our library. By having students bring in a book, we will be receiving all types of
genres, themes and age groups, tested by our fellow peers to enjoyment. This day will also bring in a large amount of
books, filling out library with knowledge and enjoyment.
Thank you again for this opportunity! Please take the opportunity to donate something to the school. Ensure you
read future editions of this newsletter where we will publish the date when to donate and details of where books
should be taken to.
From Alexandra M, 8S
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Cosy up this Christmas with a book
As the chill of winter takes hold, why not snuggle up with a hot chocolate and a good book? There are so many great
stories to leap into and new weird and wonderful worlds to explore! Here are some recommendations from our
English Department for this Christmas:

Recommended book list this Christmas:












A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens
Father Christmas’ Fake Beard – Terry Pratchett
The Christmasaurus – Tom Fletcher
Letters From Father Christmas – J.R.R. Tolkien
The Girl Who Saved Christmas – Matt Haig
The Boy Called Christmas – Matt Haig
The Beast of Buckingham Palace – David Walliams
The Book of Dust (volume1) – Philip Pullman
The Star Outside My Window – Onjali Q. Rauf
Boy Giant – Michael Morpurgo
The Boy Who Made The World Disappear – Ben Miller
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Update on Attendance Procedures
Following the changes to the timing of the school day at the start of the year our attendance policy has now been
slightly amended to reflect this. Very little has changed; please do continue to let the school know when your child is
absent and if it were for medical reasons then please do provide evidence of this.
This amendment concerns punctuality; students will now be marked as absent after 8.55am, the end of registration,
rather than 9.25am and will be marked a U rather than L. Where this happened our Educational Welfare Officer
could issue a fixed penalty notice of £60 for six U codes (lates) over a six-week period.
Should your child be late after 8.30am, please do let the school know, either by calling or writing a note in your
child’s planner. We do all understand the pressures that families are under and are very happy to support families
where this can be difficult – communication is always key.
Our students need to attend registration as it is a purposeful and useful daily activity where students are told about
the Christian values which drive the week and the charities we are collecting for. Important messages are handed
out and the school prayer is read. It is vital for the character of the school and disappointing when students miss this.
This amendment will not affect the vast majority of our students; we are very proud of the attendance of our
students and the progress made in this area over the last few months. 96% is our ambitious target in school and
although we have met this on many individual days and weeks, there is still some work to do.
Lack of attendance and poor punctuality affects the smooth running of the school and the learning of all students
within our community. We all want the best for the students we care for and appreciate your support in this area.
Mr Martin, Assistant Headteacher

Student Workshops
At the beginning of December HOPE not Hate Charitable Trust ran a number
of workshops across Key Stage 3 and 4 at St. Andrew the Apostle School. The
School invited us in to work with their learners specifically around how young
people use language.
Each of the workshops aimed to provoke an emotional response from the
class, through either storytelling or a form of activity.
The bulk of our pedagogy comes from the Pyramid of Hate, which emphasis
the need to tackle the mildest forms of problematic behaviour, often
language, to prevent students from going on to develop/ingrain prejudices
and discriminatory deeds. All the workshops challenge the students on what prejudices they already hold, how they
might be unwittingly enacting on these, the negative consequences of this and for them to aim to change their ways.
For the older students we introduced how power plays out in maintaining discrimination. In the workshops we look
at the idea of "power with"; collective power. This is of most interest to us in terms of someone being part of the
substantial majority, and how that can empower them over those who are not. On top of all this we feed in
inequality.
Why do those at the bottom of society stay there? Why are insults directed at some social groups discriminatory and
others not? By the end of a HNHEU workshop, these are the questions that the students would be able to form
answers to, and then go away and challenge the status quo.
We found the St Andrew the Apostle students very easy to work with, and a real credit to the school. Many of the
students approached the subject with a real open mind and we really enjoyed facilitating the interesting discussions
that followed.
Owen Jones
CEO Hope not Hate
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Y11 – Important Dates
Y11 Parent/Carer evening will be held on Thursday 9th January 2020. The meetings will be
held in Building 4. During this meeting, parents will have the opportunity to discuss the
results of their child’s Y11 mock exams and how they can prepare for the second mock
exams in February.
Important Dates for Y11 Parent/Carers for the next half term:
Thursday 9th January 2020 – Year 11 Parent/Carer Evening
Tuesday 14th January 2020 – 6th Form Taster Day
Friday 14th February 2020 – Careers Day (rescheduled from 10th January 2020)
Tuesday 25th February 2020 – 2nd Mock examinations begin

Last Day of Term Arrangements
A reminder to all of our parents that school will finish at 12.30pm on the last day of term
Friday 20th December 2019.

Start of the New Term
Students will return in the New Year on Wednesday 8th January 2020 at 8.30am.

Future Events for the Diary
Week 16

Monday 6th January
Tuesday 7th January
Wednesday 8th January
Thursday 9th January

Key Events:
 Y11 Parents’ Evening
 Y11 Careers Day:
 Y11 Parents Evening;
 6th form taster day
Epiphany (school closed)
Inset Day
Start of Term for students 8.30am
Y11 Parents’ Evening 3.30pm – 6.30pm

Friends of St Andrew (FoSA)
We will be having a meeting to elect the new FoSA committee on Wednesday 22nd January
at 5.00pm. All parents are invited to attend.
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Marketing
If you are a business owner and would like to support the school by placing an advert in the newsletter, please get in
touch with Mr Vassiliou or Mr Michael via admin@standrewtheapostle.org.uk to find out the costs.
Also, please follow us on twitter @StAndrewTA and like our Facebook page.
A big thank you to the following parents for their support in donating prizes for the Carol Concert Raffle:

LHM Fitness – Mrs Tina Kaponi
Providing a variety of fun and friendly group fitness classes in Whetstone, Barnet and Southgate

@LHMHealthFit
Email: tina@lhmhealthfitness.co.uk

Ruby Blu Gifts – Mrs Emma Chapman
Located at the Dugdale Centre, Enfield Town. Your one-stop shop for gifts for all occasions

www.rubyblu.co.uk

KD Performing Arts – Maria Demetriou
A Performing Arts School for students to build a solid foundation for a career in the industry

WWW.KDPerformingArts.co.uk
Email: KDPerfoming@Outlook.com
Free Trial on 11th January 2020 at the Archer Academy at 1.30pm.
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