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St Andrew the Apostle School Delighted to Welcome Archbishop Nikitas
It was an honour to welcome His Eminence Archbishop Nikitas, Archbishop of Thyateira and
Great Britain, to our school community. His Eminence graciously took time out from His very
busy schedule to be with us in this His first visit to our school. The visit was an opportunity for
His Eminence to meet students and staff and to familiarise Himself with the British education
system, given His own educational background is originally from the United States.
Joining us on this visit, were also representatives from the Russell Education Trust, school
governors and representatives from other local schools, as well as the Headteacher from our
Greek Orthodox, primary school counterpart, St Cyprian’s in Croydon, Mrs Mary Mantilas. We
were also pleased to welcome local politicians, Teresa Villiers and Bambos Charalmabous.
His Eminence delivered an inspiring assembly where he spoke about His own early life
growing up in the United States to immigrant parents and His route into the church. His
Eminence spoke eloquently on the virtues of education and encouraged students to persevere
with their learning and the challenges which go hand in hand with studying. His Eminence also
shared His love of languages with students, showing His wonderful ability to communicate not
only in English and Greek, but also Serbian and Russian. On that note, His Eminence once
again urged students to view the learning of other languages such as Latin and Greek as a gift
that sharpens the mind and leads to greater success academically. His Eminence invited the
audience to ask questions which allowed our students to ask a variety of well-focused
questions ranging from what is the difference between Orthodoxy and Catholicism, how and
why His Eminence chose to enter the priesthood and what is temptation and how does one
resist it?
The visit was a tremendous success and the whole school community was delighted to have
His Eminence with us today. During his visit all those involved were able to mark the passing
of our former Archbishop, His Eminence Gregorios by observing a minute’s silence.
We look forward to His Eminence Archbishop Nikitas joining us for a return visit in the New
Year.
Elsewhere in the school, we are also looking forward to our Christmas Carol Concert on the
18th December and hope to see as many students and parents there on the night.
Michael Vassiliou
Headteacher
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The Archbishop was presented with a framed engraving of the St Andrew the Apostle School prayer by Mr Vassiliou
and Mr Michael (Senior Deputy Headteacher) as a token of our appreciation for taking the time to visit our school.

Students and Staff mourn the loss of Former Archbishop Gregorios
Students and staff marked the passing of former Archbishop Gregorios on the day of his funeral by observing a
minute’s silence at the start of registration. Students reflected on his 50-year ministry as an Orthodox leader in the
UK who was at the forefront on Inter-faith dialogue. The Archbishop was also a great supporter of the foundation of
our school.
Attending the funeral and representing the school were Mr Vassiliou (Headteacher), Mrs Marcou (Headteacher’s
PA), and Y10 students Zachary C and Christina A. Mr Lynch from the Russell Education Trust also attended with St
Andrew the Apostle School’s former Headteacher, Mr Ahearn.
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Sixth Form Open Evening

Thank you to all parents and students who attended the Sixth Form Open Evening on 28th November
2019. It was extremely well attended and was great to see not only our Y11 students enthused about the
proposed courses on offer but also many Y11 students visiting from other schools.
With engaging presentations by our current 6th formers, all visitors received a delightful insight into day to
day life in our Sixth Form, as well as the extensive support they receive in their preparation for university,
all underpinned by high-quality teaching and learning. Subject leads were also available to answer subject
specific questions about the extensive range of courses we will offer in 2020.
As a reminder, students will need to complete their application process via the school website. The
deadline to secure a place is our sixth form for next year is 13th December 2019. Information on how to
apply has been sent to all Y11 parents. If prospective students or their parents have any questions
regarding a place in our sixth form, please do not hesitate to contact Mr J Marrero, our Head of Sixth form.
Once applications are completed, a Sixth Form Taster Day” at the start of next term.
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Y11 Geography Field trip to London Olympic Park in
Stratford
On Monday 2nd December, twenty-seven Y11 students travelled to the site
where the London Olympic Games were held in 2012. These Geography
students studied two areas in particular: Olympic Park and East Village.
These two areas were regenerated in preparation for the games. The aim of
the study was to investigate whether the regeneration of the site was
successful and whether the redevelopment of the area has been truly
sustainable.
Students first visited East village, which had been used as the residence for
athletes during the Olympic Games. Now the games are over, the apartments
have been sold to local people. The ground floor of each apartment block has been turned into restaurants and
shops. A new school has been built in the location and a local health centre and pharmacy has also opened. Lots of
the buildings are still in the process of being redeveloped, which indicated the time it has taken to fully regenerate
the area.
After lunch, students walked through Olympic Park. They looked at the ‘grey water’ from the local river, which is
naturally filtered through reeds and used to flush toilets in local homes. They strolled through the public gardens and
picnic/barbeque areas. They then stopped on a bridge to complete a field sketch of the sporting facilities and
surrounding grassland and woods.
Students worked really hard during the course of the day. They completed their fieldwork with due diligence and
respect for the local community. They thoroughly investigated their hypothesis by conducting questionnaires and
surveys. All of this information will be crucial in students’ final exam paper in June 2020.
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Christmas Lunch
Students and staff will have Christmas lunch on Tuesday 17th December. Our wonderful canteen staff are
excitedly preparing to serve another delicious Christmas lunch with all the trimmings. As you might
imagine, owing to the demand and pressure on our canteen staff on this day, we would like students to
pay for their Christmas meal in advance using ParentPay.

Christmas themed Non-uniform Day
To mark the end of term, our last day of term on Friday 20th December will be a Christmas themed nonschool uniform occasion where we will also ask student to donate a minimum of £2.00 towards a fund
raiser for our school library.

Sponsorships
We would be delighted to hear from any businesses wishing to sponsor any of our future events or our
next edition of our newsletter. Please contact the school via admin@standrewtheapostle.org.uk and mark
for the attention of Mr Vassiliou or Mr Michael should you be interested.
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Christmas Carol Service
The students and the Performing Arts team have been working extremely hard and we would all be
delighted with the support you would offer by coming along to join in our annual carol service.
Tickets are selling fast so please book on ParentPay as soon as you can.
Any parents who might wish to donate prizes for the raffle, please contact Mr Michael via
admin@standrewtheapostle.org.uk
Mr Lasithiotakis
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Last Day of Term Arrangements
A reminder to all of our parents that school will finish at 12.30pm on the last day of term Friday 20th December.
Students will return in the New Year on Wednesday 8th January at 8.30am

Future Events for the Diary
Week 14

Key Events:
 Y11 Mock 1 reviews
 Christmas Carol Service
 Achievement Assemblies

Monday 9 t h December
Tuesday 10th December
Wednesday 11th December
Thursday 12 t h December
Friday 13 t h December

Y11 Drama Performance

Week 15

Key Events:
 Christmas Carol Service
 Achievement Assemblies

Monday 16 t h December
Tuesday 17 t h December
Wednesday 18 t h December
Thursday 19 t h December
Friday 20 t h December

Christmas Lunch
Christmas Carol Service 6pm
Achievement Assemblies
End of term 12.30pm Finish

Week 16

Key Events:
 Y11 Parents’ Evening
 Y11 Careers Day : Y11 Parents Evening;
form taster day
th

Monday 6 January
Tuesday 7th January
Wednesday 8th January
Thursday 9th January
Friday 10th January

Epiphany (school closed)
Inset Day
Start of Term for students 8.30am
Y11 Parents’ Evening 3.30pm – 6.30pm
Y11 Careers Day
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